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SCHIZOPHRENIA Awareness
Week begins on Sunday.
Various events around the
state will offer a chance to raise
community awareness of the.
disorder, increase :

- understanding of treatment and
Tecovery and reduce
stigmaﬁsation .

* Mental health is definitely the
poor relation when it comes to”
quality services, especis
the community, and
highlighted by the enormons
increases in Federal

. Government funding promised
to other areas of health and

» hospitals in last Tuesday’s

budget, with mental health *

receiving little in the way of

reform or longer-term
investment.

- People who have
schizophrenia struggle to access
the services they need to





[image: image2.png]‘maintain good health and to be.
a part of our society.

Their families snd friends,
too, dre affécted by the stress
and ansiety caused by
inadequate health care,

‘housing, employment and
general wellbeing of their
relative.

These carers also worry that
their loved one will not be cared
for once they have gone.

Increnséd research fanding for
schizophrenis may, in time, -
iinprave the lot of peaple with
schizophrenis and their carers.

" In the meantime, it would be
‘wise for governments o gupport
families and community.
nrgamsahons to deliver the
services and support that are
essential for preventative
mental health care.

Schizophrenia Awarehess
‘Week is a reminder that people
with mental health disorders
deserve more assistance and

- that Federal and state
governments taust make
increased mental heslth funding
an urgent priority.

— KATE SHIPWAY, presldent,
* ARAFMI Tasmania.




